2024 Media Literacy Now state-level model bill

An Act to Promote Youth Online Safety, Digital Wellness, and Media Literacy Skills 

Sect.1: Definitions:
a) "Department" shall mean the state's Department of Education 

b) "Media literacy" shall mean a term that encompasses consumption and production of media, digital products and communication technology of all kinds, and an understanding of the systems in which media messages are produced and consumed. Media literacy refers to a person’s: ability to access, analyze, evaluate, create and take action with all forms of media including news in print, TV, and radio, movies, music, video games, websites, advertisements, and content (images, text and video) posted on social media platforms; and understanding of how AI, algorithms, virtual reality, and surveillance systems impact message and information delivery. Media literacy encompasses the foundational skills of digital citizenship and internet safety, including the norms of appropriate, responsible, ethical, healthy behavior, and cyberbullying prevention. Media literacy includes the ability to recognize bias, stereotypes, and representation in media messages, and the physical and emotional health impacts of media use.

c) "AI" shall mean Artificial Intelligence or the simulation of human intelligence processes by machines, especially computer systems.

d) “Synthetic media” shall mean an image, an audio recording, or a video recording of an individual’s appearance, speech, or conduct that has been intentionally manipulated with the use of digital technology in a manner to create a realistic but false image, audio, or video.

e) "Open Educational Resources" shall mean digital and other resources that are easily accessible to all educators and available at no cost.

Sect. 2 (a) Each school district [shall/is encouraged to] include in the school district's curriculum instruction regarding the safe, responsible, ethical use of digital media including social media, the internet, and all emerging technologies.

(b) Not later than _______, the ____ Department of Education shall develop curriculum resources for use by all K-12 public schools to reflect these educational areas and needs, and shall revise frameworks and other guidance documents to include these subject areas. The Department shall determine the number of separate curricula necessary to provide age-appropriate instruction regarding digital media health and safety to students at a range of ages.

(c) The Department of Education shall update the educational framework (or standards) for health and core curriculum courses to include provisions relative to media literacy, digital citizenship and digital wellness, consistent with this section, upon the effective date of this act and periodically thereafter.

(d)The Department shall conduct a survey on methods of media literacy education using the Media Literacy Implementation Index created by the Media Education Lab to establish a baseline evaluation measure. 

(e) Curriculum developed under subsection will include age appropriate instruction regarding the following:

(1) Media literacy skills for thinking critically about the provenance, reliability, and intended effect of online information before acting on the information. Students shall learn basic critical thinking skills around all media content, known as media literacy, including the ability to access, analyze, evaluate, create and take action with all forms of media, including but not exclusively movies, music, video games, websites, advertisements, textbooks, content (images, text and video) posted on social media platforms, news in print, TV, and radio, AI, algorithms, virtual reality, and surveillance systems, including the ability to recognize bias, stereotypes, representation and the lack of representation in media messages and information sources.

(2) The foundational skills of digital citizenship and internet safety, including
a ) the norms of appropriate, responsible, ethical, healthy behavior, and cyberbullying prevention; 
b) acting ethically in the student's interactions with others online, and reacting appropriately and safely to unethical behavior such as cyberbullying
b) awareness of the promotion of dangerous behavior including self-harm, especially among peers 

(3) The uncertainties inherent in interacting with others online, particularly with regard to the ability of an individual to misrepresent the individual's identity online and post anonymous content.

(4) The economics of providing internet content and social media services, including:
a) the economic relationship between users and providers of digital content and social media services;
b) the role and presence of advertising, including native or hidden advertising, product placement and other business strategies
(b) the economic incentives of a provider to influence the behavior of a user when the user is interacting with the provider's content or services; and
(c) other methods used by providers to influence user behavior
(d) digital tools and techniques to self-regulate content 

(5) Practicing cybersecurity, including recognizing the danger of:
a) identity theft;
b) financial fraud;
c) enticement by anonymous or unknown users who may engage in predatory or other illegal behavior
d) image sharing and image manipulation
e) the potential for information shared online to remain accessible to others in perpetuity
(f) digital tools and techniques to self-regulate privacy

(6) Learning about the potential physical and mental health effects of certain types of media use, including
a) potentially harmful overuse of social media or other media, intentional vs. "addictive" media use,
b) media platform features and design that may provide potentially negative influences through automatically generated content, or compel compulsive behavior
c) understanding the influence of marketed and peer to peer media on body image, self esteem and personal development
d) the ability to reflect upon one's own media use and its alignment with positive physical and mental health goals

Sect 3: The Department shall provide support for professional development for teachers and other school personnel focused on integrating media literacy education in all health and core subjects; and shall create guidelines for a comprehensive professional development program with learning outcomes aligned with standards and scope and sequence linked to educator demonstration of understanding of those outcomes. The Department shall require that at least one mandatory teacher training course be conducted annually in regard to media literacy, provided that the training will focus on embedding media literacy education into the curriculum aligned to existing learning standards; and provided further, that an impact assessment shall be conducted through a long-term evaluation of progress.

Sect 4: The Department shall create a web-based location with recommended successful media literacy practices and resources and shall work with the K-12 community and other stakeholders to identify and develop additional Open Educational Resources to support media literacy education in schools.

Sect 5: The Department may promulgate regulations in furtherance of this act or as the Department deems necessary or convenient to promote media literacy across all grades and public schools in__________.

Sect. 6: The Department shall update the educational framework for health and core curriculum courses to include provisions relative to media literacy and digital citizenship, consistent with this section, upon the effective date of this act and periodically thereafter.

Sect.7: 
a) The Department shall establish a grant program, subject to appropriation, for the purpose of assisting school districts in supporting media literacy and digital citizenship. The grants shall be used to develop curriculum units on media literacy and digital citizenship that may be integrated into existing curricula or other activities; including but not limited to, (i) organizing teachers from across a school district to develop new instructional strategies and share successful instructional strategies, (ii) sharing successful practices across a group of school districts, (iii) facilitating coordination between educational service districts and school districts to provide training. The Department shall develop guidelines governing the grant program and guidelines for implementation of said program. At least one grant awarded in each award cycle shall be for developing and using a curriculum unit that contains a focus on synthetic media as a major component.

(b) Applicants shall be school districts [and charter schools]. For a school district to qualify for a grant under this section, the grant proposal must provide that the grantee create a district leadership team whose role it shall be to coordinate the actions of the district around media literacy and digital citizenship.

(c) The department shall convene group meetings of grant recipients to share best practices and strategies in media literacy education. Grant recipients shall attend said meetings.



